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BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update – Friday 19 March 2021 
 
Dear colleagues,

As Ramadan approaches, it’s important that we continue to encourage those who
need more time and more information to get their vaccine. NEL CCGs have
created approved text for practice websites on Ramadan and the Covid-19
vaccine, including guidance from the British Islamic Medical Association that
having the vaccine does not invalidate the fast. This messaging is really important
to help provide reassurance to local Muslim communities and encourage eligible
people not to delay having the Covid-19 vaccine during Ramadan. 

The first of our Long COVID webinars took place yesterday and we were pleased
to hear the positive feedback, the next one will take place on 25 March and more
details of content and how to join can be found under the training section of this
bulletin.

We’d like to take this opportunity to remind you of the Primary Care Falls
Practitioner Service, an additional resource within the BHR Falls Prevention and
Reduction Scheme and for those who are at low to moderate risk of falling. Follow
this link for more information, a patient leaflet, poster and referral form.

Please can we also remind you of the importance of cascading this bulletin to your
practice colleagues. We are hearing a number of GPs concerns that they are not
receiving the bulletin, it is essential that all practice colleagues have access to
local updates and training opportunities.

And finally, thanks for your enthusiasm and good humour as together we continue
to engage with, encourage and support our patients as well as each other.

Jagan, Atul and Anil
Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs
 

Primary Care update

Please keep checking the dedicated Covid-19 intranet daily as it is regularly

Around a year ago we were just about to go into the first lockdown, vaccines were
barely being spoken and anxieties were running high.  We are now 5 months into
the largest vaccination programme in NHS history and have been part of
delivering more than 2.5 million vaccines across London.  A considerable
achievement.

mailto:bhrccgs.primarycare@nhs.net
mailto:kelly.rankin1@nhs.net
mailto:e.plane@nhs.net
mailto:helen.jarvis1@nhs.net
mailto:helen.jarvis1@nhs.net
mailto:melissa.hoskins@nhs.net
mailto:bhrccgs.communications@nhs.net
mailto:bhrccgs.communications@nhs.net
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/new-covid-19-and-ramadan-gp-practice-website-text/293462
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/primary-care-falls-practitioner-service-preventing-and-reducing-falls-across-bhr/296263
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/


updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information once a week alongside
the NELCA e-bulletin.

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine and blood clots: review of safety data
In a review of all available safety data from over 17 million people vaccinated with
AstraZeneca vaccine in UK and EU, there was no evidence of an increased risk of
blood clots among people vaccinated with its vaccine. Follow this link for more
information

COVID-19 vaccine guidance – 19 different languages now available
COVID-19 vaccine guidance has now been translated into 19 languages and is
available for you to download and distribute amongst your networks.

 
Update from the London COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Reference Group
There are six clinical updates for local vaccination teams and GPs this week.
Follow this link for more information.

Service updates and information in BHR 

KGH Children's ED comms - temporary closure update
Please note that the temporary overnight closure 9pm - 9am of the children’s ED
at King George Hospital will remain in place until Monday 7 June 2021.  Full
details can be found in BHRUT's our news story\
 
BHRUT - ED advice for GPs - BAU new phone number
The ED advice line for GPs is now available for the foreseeable future. Please
note the new number: 01708 435 000 x 6456 If you are thinking of sending a
patient to ED please phone the ED hotline to discuss ALL cases with the ED
registrar. Please follow this link for more information and to download the flyer.
 
Primary Care Falls Practitioner service: Preventing and reducing falls across
BHR
GPs across BHR can now refer their patients to the Specialist Primary Care Falls
Practitioner, an additional resource within the BHR Falls Prevention and Reduction
Scheme. Follow this link for more information and referral form.
 
Updated Redbridge Safeguarding Adults Referral Form
The updated referral form is now available to support making safeguarding
referrals for adults who may be experiencing or be at risk of abuse. Follow this link
for more information.
 
Blood testing services in BHR - updated 18 March 2021
Due to staffing issues, blood testing services at Abbamoor Surgery have been
suspended earlier than planned, with immediate effect.  As such inter practice/
borough referrals will no longer be able to be made to this practice. You can
continue to refer your patients to the other two PCN hubs, Fullwell Cross Medical
Centre and Newbury Group Practice or utilise the NELFT provided community
services, the nearest to Abbamoor Surgery is Raphael House, Pettits Lane,
Romford, RM1 4HP.

http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-and-blood-clots-review-of-safety-data/293472?utm_medium=email&utm_source=gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk&utm_campaign=17.03.21%20GP%20Bulletin&utm_content=AstraZeneca%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20and%20blood%20clots:%20review%20of%20safety%20data&utm_term=read-more-link-feature
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-and-blood-clots-review-of-safety-data/293472?utm_medium=email&utm_source=gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk&utm_campaign=17.03.21%20GP%20Bulletin&utm_content=AstraZeneca%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20and%20blood%20clots:%20review%20of%20safety%20data&utm_term=read-more-link-feature
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/covid-19-vaccine-guidance-now-available-in-19-languages/296348
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/update-from-the-london-covid-19-vaccine-clinical-reference-group/292574?utm_medium=email&utm_source=gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk&utm_campaign=17.03.21%20GP%20Bulletin&utm_content=Update%20from%20the%20London%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Clinical%20Reference%20Group&utm_term=read-more-link-feature
https://www.bhrhospitals.nhs.uk/news/temporary-night-time-closure-of-the-childrens-emergency-department-at-king-george-hospital-extended-until-june-2867
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/bhrut-ed-advice-for-gps-bau-new-phone-number/284248
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/primary-care-falls-practitioner-service-preventing-and-reducing-falls-across-bhr/296263
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/updated-redbridge-safeguarding-adults-referral-form/296355


We would like to take this opportunity to thank Abbamoor Surgery for their efforts
and making a difference in both improving access and waiting times for patients
over recent months.
 
Please also note the phlebotomy service at Orchards Health Centre will reopen on
Monday 22 March for one week only and then will permanently close from Monday
30 March 2021. Follow this link for an
up to date list.
 
Paediatric blood testing service
The paediatric blood testing service within BHRUT moved to an online booking
service form Monday 15 March 2021. Follow this link for details on how to book an
appointment.
 
2WW referral process update
Following feedback from GPs in relation to the 2 Week Wait (2WW) upgrades of
referrals managed by Medefer has been revised.
 
Cervical Screening Text Reminder - Non-responders
Since the restoration of cervical screening invitations in the summer of 2020,
London general practices have put tremendous effort to increase accessibility and
attendance of cervical screening appointments. Despite this increased activity, it is
projected that London region will screen between 30k and 40k fewer women in
2020/21 compared to 2019/20. Follow this link for more information.
 
New 24/7 urgent mental health helplines
Urgent mental health helplines for children and adults to access urgent local
mental health support from experts when facing a crisis. Follow this link for more
information.
 
Stroke campaign relaunches
The Act FAST campaign with PHE, supported by the Stroke Association, has
relaunched to alert people to the immediate need to ring 999 if they have
symptoms of stroke. Follow this link for resources.
 
Delivery of routine childhood immunisations during lockdown - quick five
minute survey
To determine what has happened during the current lockdown, the PHE NHSE/I
London Immunisation Commissioning Team have produced a quick five minute
survey about delivery of routine childhood immunisations in London since 5
January 2021.
 
Domestic Violence Contacts
Follow this link for emergency contact details and links to domestic violence
borough information.
 
 
Events and Training 
 
Remote Monitoring for Pulse Oximetry@home, BP@home, Long Term
Conditions and Beyond (25 March 6.30 – 7.30)
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This webinar will provide clinical and non-clinical primary care staff with an
overview of OneContact, a remote monitoring tool which helps with data
submissions and improves communication between GP surgeries and patients.
Follow this link for more information and how to register.

C Hepatitis C is Everyone’s Business - Free training (26 March 9.30 - 11am)
Chronic hepatitis C is common in disadvantaged communities but effective
therapy is readily available. Follow this link for more information and to register,

C the Signs - demonstration webinar (31 March or 21 April)
C the Signs is a clinical decision support tool designed by clinicians to help GPs
rapidly identify and manage patients at risk of cancer at the earliest and most
curable stage. Follow this link for more information and to register

Paediatric themed webinar - Wednesday 31 March at 7pm
BHR consultants will guide you through current paediatric topics, including current
presentations to ED, covid related issues, use of hot clinics and hotlines and virtual
consultations. Follow this link for more information and joining details.

National Thrombosis week (3-14 May) - virtual conference
Thrombosis UK will be hosting an online virtual conference open to all healthcare
and allied professionals. All sessions are accredited and can be accessed live or
as ‘catch-up’ recorded options, which are CPD accredited as well. Follow this link
for more information and how to register

Referring clinician training session – (e-RS) - 5 May 12pm to 1.30pm
This session will help people understand and use e-RS, its different referral
pathways and how to monitor, action and assure worklists and reports. Follow this
link for more information and to register

HEE training hub e-bulletin
BHR CEPN – transformation and training hub

Useful links

Latest BHRUT update
Latest Barts Health stakeholder update

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet daily as it is regularly
updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information once a week, alongside
the twice weekly NELCA e-bulletins.

~
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