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BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update – Friday 5 March 2021
 
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
As the roll out of the vaccine continues, we are seeing a rise in the number of sites
available including vaccination pop-up clinics, three of which have taken place at
faith sites in Redbridge in the past three weeks as part of the ongoing efforts to
encourage eligible people to have their COVID-19 jab.  The clinics, which took
place at the Gardens of Peace Muslim Cemetery in Hainault and the Balfour Road
Mosque in Ilford, and City Gates Pentecostal Church (piece published in the Ilford
Recorder) were a partnership between local GPs and faith groups. All of those
vaccinated were within the priority groups, in line with national guidance, and the
vast majority had pre-booked appointments through a special vaccine hotline. The
clinics were primarily aimed at Redbridge residents aged 65 or over who had not
yet taken up the offer of a covid vaccination. It was hoped that running them at
faith sites would encourage eligible residents – including those in the local black
and ethnic minority (BAME) community – to come forward to have their jab. There
was a great response on all sites.  Thank you to all of our colleagues involved in
pulling these together.
 
A new COVID Vaccination Centre opened in a retail unit in the Liberty Shopping
Centre, Romford this week, set up by NELFT. Attendance will be by appointment
only and the centre will be open from 8.00am - 8.00pm seven days a
week. People will be contacted to attend according to the Government's priority
list. Patients have been advised to check online if they are in one of the priority
groups, or dial 119 free of charge, anytime between 7am and 11pm seven days a
week.
 
NEL CCGs continue to publish updated text you can use on your practice
websites, bounce back emails and as scripts for reception staff. This text explains
who is being vaccinated and how they are best to get it, either by waiting to be
contacted or booking themselves in via national booking systems. It also
includes links to FAQs and the information on at risk groups and will help to
ensure that patients are receiving the right information from your practice. Council
partners have reported concerns that people are already behaving as though
restrictions have already been lifted. Please do what you can to remind patients
and friends and family that we still need to take precautions, avoid mixing and
follow the Hands, Face, Space advice.
 
Finally, NHSE are launching 40 new mental health support hubs across the
country to provide NHS staff with access to mental health services, these can be
accessed over the phone with onward referral to online and one-to-one expert
help from qualified mental health clinicians, therapists, recovery workers and
psychologists. The hubs are free and offer confidential advice and support, so
please do take the time to make contact should you need/want to – as we know,
taking the time to ensure your own wellbeing must be a priority.
 

mailto:bhrccgs.primarycare@nhs.net
mailto:bhrccgs.communications@nhs.net
mailto:helen.jarvis1@nhs.net
mailto:e.plane@nhs.net
mailto:e.plane@nhs.net
mailto:kelly.rankin1@nhs.net
mailto:melissa.hoskins@nhs.net
https://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/health/ilford-church-turns-into-vaccine-clinic-7799684
https://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/news/health/ilford-church-turns-into-vaccine-clinic-7799684
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/new-updated-covid-19-gp-practice-website-email-poster-and-receptionist-text/225911
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/new-updated-covid-19-gp-practice-website-email-poster-and-receptionist-text/225911
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/ourplans/covid-19-vaccination-programme.htm
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
http://gp.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/news/expanded-mental-health-support-for-staff/263703


Thank you, as always

Jagan, Atul and Anil
Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs
 
Primary Care update   
 
Please keep checking the dedicated Covid-19 intranet daily as it is regularly
updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information once a week
alongside the NELCA e-bulletin.

Service updates and information in BHR
 
Registering patients as carers 
People who are in receipt of a carer’s allowance, or are the main carer of an
elderly or disabled person who is at increased risk of Covid-19 mortality and
therefore clinically vulnerable are now eligible for Covid-19 vaccination, but they
have been told to wait to be contacted by their GP or the NHS. 
 
It may be that you will be contacted by patients who are carers under this
definition asking to be registered as such, who you were previously unaware of. 
Your clinical patient systems (EMIS or otherwise) have templates that enable you
to add a patient’s carer status to their clinical record. If you are unsure how to do
this we recommend contacting your CEG facilitator as it is important carers are
registered correctly so they can receive the vaccine.
 
Long COVID webinar - An overview of Long-term Coronavirus and the
COVID Pathway 18 March
The purpose of this webinar is to provide clinicians with a better understanding of
the long covid clinics, specialist referrals, oximetry and virtual ward options.
It will be valuable to a range of clinicians involved in patient pathways, including
GPs, NELFT Community teams, BHRUT Respiratory team, NHS 111 staff, PELC,
emergency duty staff, and CCG colleagues
You can find out more and register here.
 
Clarification of wound care dressings at UTCs across BHR CCGs
It has been brought to our attention that there have been attendances by patients
to the Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC) for post op wound care.  Post op wound
care is not part of the UTC remit. 
We would like to remind practices in Redbridge and Barking and Dagenham
(B&D) that Practices that have signed up for the Post OP LIS should be managing
their patients at their Practice.  Practices who have not signed up for the LIS
should be using the inter-referral systems in place.  Click here for guidance
 
Blood testing 
There is currently a high volume of cancellations of appointments.  Please remind
patients that blood testing appointments are still going ahead and it is safe to
attend.
Please ensure that those attending their appointments for a blood test have a
completed form to bring with them. Without the form, we are unable to carry out
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the bleed. Follow this link for an up to date copy of the current blood testing sites
in BHR
 
Reminder - Process for making phlebotomy referrals to PCN hub practices  
As you are aware, PCN Hub practices are accepting inter-borough  and inter-
practice referrals across Havering, Redbridge and Barking and Dagenham, for
phlebotomy clinics .  You can book your patients into the PCN hub practices
using E-EMIS remote consultation .  if you need any support using E-EMIS
 please contact Debbie Maddison in the CCGs’ IT team by email
dmaddison@nhs.net. As previously advised, Non EMIS  practices can ONLY
call to book their patients directly into the PCN hubs

In order to further improve access and choice for patients enabling them to make
direct bookings to the PCN Phlebotomy hubs, we are running a pilot using the
NELFT 10-8 Booking System . This will allow patients book online directly via
the 10-8 booking system into the PCN hubs.  

Please remind your patients  to take their printed blood test referral form when
attending their appointments. A significant number of patients are attending the
PCN Phlebotomy clinics on the incorrect day, without a form and/or attempting to
call PCNs directly to book their appointments.
 
Events and Training
 
 
Long COVID webinar - An overview of Long-term Coronavirus and the
COVID Pathway 18 March
The purpose of this webinar is to provide clinicians with a better understanding of
the long covid clinics, specialist referrals, oximetry and virtual ward options.
It will be valuable to a range of clinicians involved in patient pathways, including
GPs, NELFT Community teams, BHURT Respiratory team, NHS 111 staff, PELC,
emergency duty staff, and CCG colleagues
You can find out more and register here.
 
 
PC Safeguarding forum - Annual conference (12 March 2021)
Following this link for more information and how to register

 
·       HEE training hub e-bulletin

·       BHR CEPN – transformation and training hub

Useful links

·       Latest BHRUT update

·       Latest Barts Health stakeholder update

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet daily as it
is regularly updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information
once a week, alongside the twice weekly NELCA e-bulletins.
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