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BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update – Friday 26 February 2021
 
 
Welcome to the end of another busy week!
 
Jagan took to the global stage this week to share his passion for the vital role of
social prescribing link workers at an international webinar session opened by the
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Matt Hancock MP
 
Jagan, who is the NHSE London personalised Care clinical lead, joined a panel of
recognised international experts at the event about the impact that link workers
have made on healthcare professionals’ work and why they make such a
difference. The panel included experts from around the world and is part of a drive
to set up a Global Social Prescribing Alliance that involves the World Health
Organisation and the United Nations.

As you will now know, those with a severe and profound learning
disability are eligible for the vaccine as part of cohort 6 and are an
important patient group we must ensure we reach.  As multimorbidity is
extremely common in this population, a high proportion of people will
fall into priority group 6 (Green Book Covid 14a) regardless of whether
they have been flagged as having a serve or profound learning
disability. NHSE suggest that given the challenge of running complex
searches to find small sub-groups, pragmatism and inclusivity is
recommended. Tailored invitation letters for local vaccination sites to
use to invite people with a learning disability to their COVID-19
vaccination is available on the FutureNHS platform. Read more here.
We are expecting the announcement of a mass vaccination site in
Romford on Monday, we’ll update the GP intranet as soon as we hear
more.
Finally, we recently completed the recruitment process for the
independent members for the NEL CCG Governing Body and are
pleased to announce we have successfully appointed to the following
roles. These roles commence from 1 April. Our current Lay Members
for PPI for Barking and Dagenham and for Havering, Sahdia Warraich
and Richard Coleman, formally retire from their roles as of 31 March.
We thank both of them for their great support over the years, including
Richard’s great work as Chair of the Primary Care Commissioning
Committee.
 

Jagan, Atul and Anil
Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs

Primary Care update
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Please keep checking the dedicated Covid-19 intranet daily as it is
regularly updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information
once a week alongside the NELCA e-bulletin.

Service updates and information in BHR

Easter bank holiday opening - Good Friday (2 April) and Easter
Monday (5 April)
With the Easter bank holiday weekend fast approaching, we wanted to
confirm there are currently no plans to ask all of primary care (general
practice, community pharmacy, dentistry and optometry) to routinely
open again. However, we continue to keep this position under review,
subject to the changing demands of the pandemic. Follow this link for
more information.
 
HPV home testing kits to cut cancer deaths
More than 31,000 women will be offered kits to carry out smear tests at
home in a trial to improve cervical screening rates. Swab tests will be
provided for women aged 25 to 64 years who are 15 months
overdue for their screening appointment in areas of London
where take-up is low. Follow this link for more information.
 
Primary Care Flexible Pools NEL Scoping

You may be aware from a recent national primary care bulletin, NHS
England has offered support to increase GP Capacity in primary care.
These arrangements reflect the People Plan commitment to establish
GP banks, and replaces the Locum Support Scheme commitment.

Expanded mental health support for staff

NHSE are launching 40 new mental health support hubs across the
country to provide NHS staff with access to mental health services,
these can be accessed over the phone with onward referral to online
and one-to-one expert help from qualified mental health clinicians,
therapists, recovery workers and psychologists. The hubs are free and
offer confidential advice and support.

Housebound visits
All GP practices receiving enquiries re visits to the housebound, please
reassure patients and/or their carers that they will be contacted. Please
check that the patient is on the practice housebound list and advise
them that the vaccination team is currently contacting those patients
who have housebound status on their patient record. If they are not
currently coded as ‘housebound’, please ensure they meet the correct
criteria as always for home visits.

BHRUT Long COVID referral forms (12 weeks+ acute infection)
Further to the recent publication of the new Long COVID form, CEG
will be sending out the template to your practices, please arrange for
this to be uploaded onto your clinical system.
If you have any problems with the from please email CEG, copying in
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louise.brent@nhs.net.

 
Please note, that it is important that forms are only submitted for
patients who are:

·       at least 12 weeks post their acute infection of COVID 19
AND

·       all required investigations (chest x-ray, blood tests etc.)
are submitted AND

·       that all parts of the form are completed
This will reduce the amount of applications currently being rejected.
 
Remote monitoring using pulse oximetry in care homes
This webinar will explain how the NHS and care home staff are
supporting residents who are being monitored remotely using pulse
oximetry: why this is important, how this works in care homes, and the
range of support and learning materials on offer. The session will be of
interest to registered managers and care workers in care homes,
Primary Care Network clinical leads, and staff supporting remote
monitoring.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-HAHQSn2tc
 
 
 
Blood testing
There is currently a high volume of cancellations of
appointments.  Please remind patients that blood testing
appointments are still going ahead and it is safe to attend.

Please ensure that those attending their appointments for a blood
test have a completed form to bring with them. Without the form,
we are unable to carry out the bleed.

Barking and Dagenham blood testing page
Havering blood testing page
Redbridge blood testing page

Please note the phlebotomy service at Dagenham Library has
now closed, Cranham and the Orchards Health Centres blood testing
service have returned to a normal services.There are still no walk-in
services available for patients in Barking and Dagenham or
Havering. A walk-in service in Wanstead and Loughton is available for
Redbridge patients.
Follow this link for an up to date copy of the current blood testing sites
in BHR.  
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Events and Training
 
Ethical Challenges relating to COVID-19 virtual event - 4th March,
09.30-15.00
At this event you will gain insight from a range of professionals on
health service redesign, access to care and acute care – reflecting on
present concerns and future dilemmas and plans.
Register: email education@sfh.org.uk or call 01708 758646
Free to attend, donations to Saint Francis Hospice welcome
 
PC Safeguarding forum - Annual conference (12 March 2021)
Following this link for more information and how to register
 

HEE training hub e-bulletin
BHR CEPN – transformation and training hub

 

Useful links

Latest BHRUT update
Latest Barts Health stakeholder update

 

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet daily as it
is regularly updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information
once a week, alongside the twice weekly NELCA e-bulletins.

----------------------------------------------------
 
 
Keeley Chaplin
Business Manager
Governance Team
Tel: 020 3182 2913
 
Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge Clinical Commissioning Groups
6th Floor, North House, St Edwards Way, Romford RM1 3AE
 
PLEASE NOTE THE EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE NEL COVID-19
INCIDENT ROOM: thccg.nelcoronavirus@nhs.net
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