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BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update – Friday 22 Jan 2021

Dear colleagues, 

You will have seen our update earlier this week on the roles of the north east London
CCG chairs, for those of you who are not aware of this, the north east London (NEL)
CCG Chairs recently met to agree the clinical leadership arrangements for the new NEL
CCG. Each will have a seat on the new CCG Governing Body and Integrated Care
System Board when both are established in April this year. 

Together they agreed that Dr Jagan John, current Chair of Barking and Dagenham
CCG will be the Chair of the new NEL CCG, with Dr Sam Everington, current Chair of
Tower Hamlets CCG as the Deputy Clinical Chair. While these roles will begin formally
from 1 April 2021, as part of the transition they start in effect from now. The CCG Chairs
remain accountable to their GP members and are the CCG local clinical leaders. 

Thank you to our GP colleagues who were able to join the first of our GP webinars on
Wednesday evening. A number of topics were discussed and we hope you found this
session useful, remember, we are here to support you. We will continue to host these
on a fortnightly basis and encourage you to join our next one on the 3 February at 7pm,
click here for the link to join this webinar. If you have any queries please contact
keeley.chaplin@nhs.net.

As the rollout of the Covid vaccine in north east London progresses at pace, the
announcement that nationally the programme has now opened to those aged over 70
and the clinically extremely vulnerable, ensures that we continue to work at
speed. Whilst we are making great progress with our vaccination programme (with more
than 70,000 people already receiving a vaccination across NEL), we know we still have
to complete all those in priority cohorts 1 and 2. The ELHCP website has now been
updated with the latest messages/ lines regarding priority cohorts. This follows the
announcement that, nationally, the programme has now opened to those aged over 70
and the clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) individuals.

The FAQs have also been updated:  so please share these where you can. 

We urge you as colleagues to support us in addressing the issue of vaccine hesitancy,
we have been taking part in various forums to “myth bust” and impress the importance
of the uptake of the vaccine. Anil took part in a community webinar held jointly with
Redbridge council tis week and we are looking at holding similar events in our other
Boroughs. has been taking part in community webinars held jointly with Redbridge
Council, and we are looking at similar events in our other boroughs. Our Gables
Surgery colleague Uzma Haque has also supported various webinars including one with
care home staff. 

Please use the support that is available to you should you need
it. #LookingAfterYouToo is an NHS initiative to ensure that all staff delivering frontline
primary care services feel supported to maintain their psychological wellbeing during
this time.  There is the offer of individual free coaching support with an experienced
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coach. Please do visit the Our NHS People website for further information and details of
how to register. 

Thank you for your ongoing help and expertise during these challenging times.

Jagan, Atul and Anil
Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs

Primary Care update

If you have missed your NELCA update this week, you can find all of the latest
news and updates on the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet.

Service updates and information in BHR
Pulse Oximetry
Pulse Oximeters have now been issued to all practices, by using the links you can find a
quick guide and FAQs here and explanatory patient video here and patient leaflet here
as well as information around the data returns required by NHSE here.

BHRUT’s Hot Clinics and specialty contacts (updated January)
Follow this link to download the updated list.
Please specifically note the support for GPs with concerns over Pulse
Oximetry patients
GPs can use Mobile Number – 07974597969 for any problems managing COVID
patients in the community.
 
COVID-19 vaccination: easy-read resources
Easy-read guides providing information on coronavirus (COVID-19) and vaccination.
 
Have you completed your eDeclaration for 2020?
The eDec opened for submissions on 30 November 2020. Owing to the current
exceptional circumstances it has now been extended to 29th January.
 
Blood testing
There is currently a high volume of cancellations of appointments at
present. Please remind patients, that blood testing appointments are still
going ahead and it is safe to attend.

Please ensure that those attending their appointments for a blood test have
a completed form to bring with them. Without the form, we are unable to
carry out the bleed.

We are keeping our public websites up to date with the latest service list and
information. We encourage practices to share the link with their patients, including
linking to the CCG website page from your practice websites.

Barking and Dagenham blood testing page
Havering blood testing page
Redbridge blood testing page

 
IRIS LBBD quarterly engagement report 
B&D are continuing to roll out the evidence based IRIS training to support clinicians in
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asking about patients experience of DVA in the context of Covid-19 and providing
practices with an efficient referral pathway for survivors to receive specialist support.
Follow this link to download quarterly report.

 
Barts Health NHS Trust - Rapid Access Arrhythmia Clinic
Bart’s Rapid Access Arrhythmia Clinic has been temporarily suspended due to the
redeployment of staff in light of the pandemic.

 

Events and Training

BHR CCGs Chairs’ Primary Care Webinar
The BHR CCG Chairs will be hosting these every fortnight next one on Wednesday 3
Feb at 7pm, via MS Teams. Follow this link for more information
 
PC Safeguarding forum - Annual conference - 12 March 2021
To be delivered virtually. Follow this link for more information

HEE training hub e-bulletin
BHR CEPN – transformation and training hub

 
Useful links

Latest BHRUT update
Latest Barts Health update

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet daily as it is regularly
updated. We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information once a week, alongside
the twice weekly NELCA e-bulletins.
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