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BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update - Thursday 13th August
 
 
Dear colleagues,
We’re sure that, like us, you are relieved to feel the temperature start to drop after a few
extremely hot days. All of which means like a perfect time to start talking about winter
preparations!
Our primary care team is already busy working with you and the Primary Care Networks
to start planning how we meet the demands of this year’s flu campaign. A second flu
letter was circulated last week, explaining about the additional cohorts that have been
included this year.
NHSE has now confirmed that the central reserve of flu vaccine will be used for all
cohorts, not just 50 to 64-year olds. The national team are currently working out a
system of ordering and allocation, but it is currently thought that practices will need to
utilise all their stock before calling on any new stock from the reserve.
We have also been advised that some practices are already inviting in 50 to 64-year-old
patients for their flu vaccination, NHSE do not know if these practices are in London but
they have asked us to tell you that any payment for this patient cohort will not be made
if you vaccinate this cohort earlier than advised. The priority for vaccination must be the
regular flu cohorts, and the target ambitions are for a 75% uptake. Please speak to your
PCIL if you have any questions.
You will have received an email from the NELCA primary care team, advising you of the
delivery arrangements for children’s’ flu vaccinations (more below). We’ve also
launched a short survey on workforce capacity to help us support you and PCNs in
delivering the vaccine programme this year – more below.
Colleagues across health and social care are also busy working together on our plans
for winter preparations. Jagan John and other BHR GPs are supporting coordination
across NEL and within BHR. We’ll update you in coming weeks, including information
about the winter communications and engagement campaign being developed by all
partners across NEL.

Some good news came this week, with the announcement of capital funding for
BHRUT, Barts Health and Homerton Hospitals, to make urgent improvements to their
A&Es.
BHRUT received £4.1million from a £300million government funding pot to upgrade
emergency department facilities ahead of the winter. It will be spent on providing Point
of Care Testing (POCT) in our Emergency Department at Queen’s Hospital, as well as
expanding the current Rapid Access and First Treatment (RAFT) area. Read more
Following feedback from some GPs, our planned care team has also provided some
useful guidance and tips to support you in encouraging patients who turn down a
referral to secondary care (see below)
We also wanted to encourage you to join a Mental Health summit being organised in
NEL on 1 September. By attending, you will get the chance to play a key part in the
future of mental health services in north East London – so it would be great to have
GPS from BHR taking part. Register for a place and find out more

Primary Care update
Redbridge in top three for CMC care plan creators
Well done to practices in Redbridge who have been busy creating care plans for
patients on the Coordinate My Care system. Redbridge were the third highest CMC
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care plan creators in London in July, with 195 care plans created.
CMC care plans are a really important resource for our patients and our healthcare
colleagues. They provide urgent care services with the information they need so they
know what to do for your patients in an emergency. It will also help them to help those
who wish to be cared for at home, which means we help save hospital beds for
critically-ill patients.
For more information and advice, contact Dawn Endean or Debbie Maddison, or visit
the CMC page on your CCG GP intranet.

Workforce capacity survey for flu vaccination planning
Please take five minutes to complete this short survey. We want to gather information
from BHR practices on workforce capacity in relation to flu immunisations. Your
feedback will help the CCGs provide support and guidance to practices, including
mutual aid within primary care network areas. Take the survey
Update on the availability of vaccines for the 2020/21 children's flu
programme
Further to the previous update on 16 July, PHE has confirmed that it plans to open
ordering for Fluenz® Tetra (LAIV) to all NHS providers of the 2020/21 children’s flu
programme on Friday 28 August, with first deliveries made from Wednesday 2
September.
The inactivated vaccine (QIVe) for children in clinical risk groups for whom LAIV is
unsuitable, will be available to order from ImmForm by early September.
As always, these timings remain subject to change, and plans for vaccination sessions
in should be made with this in mind. Should there be any changes to this schedule,
these will be communicated by PHE and cascaded by the NELCA primary care team or
our local flu leads. Read more
Resources on delivering vaccinations for Practice Nurses
Practices Nurses now have new RCN guidance  to support the aim of ensuring
vaccination continues as an essential clinical service during  the COVID-19 pandemic.
Read more
New e-Redbook resources for practices
A new batch of eRedbook promotional materials are now available, ready for practices
to download and use. GP practices can download the resources to promote and
encourage more parents to sign up to eRedbook. The digital eRedbook has lots of
benefits over the old paper version, allowing parents to access and store antenatal
information, their child’s key health and development milestones as well as any
identified health and care issues, via a couple of clicks. Read more and download the
new resources

Service updates and information in BHR
Proposal and criteria for the allocation of dermoscopes in BHR
The North East London Cancer Alliance has made 15 dermoscopes available to BHR
CCGs to test whether dermoscopy can help GPs assess skin lesions. They are looking
for enthusiastic clinicians and GP practices to take part in the pilot. Read more

Advice for practices where patients decline a referral to secondary care 
Since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic there has been an increase in the
number of patients declining referrals to secondary care. Information, drawn from the
GMC guidance, has been provided to the CCGs about how GPs should consider
approaching patients who have declined treatment, this information and is applicable in
all such situations, irrespective of the reason that patient is declining treatment.  Read
more and download the guidance.
Update on GP direct access for all paediatric blood tests
BHRUT has thanked GPs for their understanding and cooperation in relation to the
arrangements put in place due to COVID-19 where GPs call the consultant paediatrician
on-call to arrange bloods for your younger patients.
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The Trust has confirmed it is working to re-establish GP direct access for all paediatric
bloods, which should be in place from 24 August

Please share your views on BHRUT’s Advice and Guidance services
We are keen to hear from GPs about the Advice and Guidance services being provided
by BHRUT. Your feedback will help us work with the Trust to continue to improve this
vital service and ensure we provide our patients with the best possible care in a timely
way. Please complete this short online survey. It should take less than five minutes of
your time.

Update on Lower GI referral forms (2WW)
An updated referral form is being loaded onto practice systems to support you in
submitting for lower GI suspected cancer referrals to BHRUT.
Please note: Patients should complete a FIT test before you make the referral. The FIT
test is used with the referral to inform the clinical triage of the patients to the appropriate
investigation within secondary care. E-referral is the booking method for suspected
cancer referrals.  GPs should add any relevant information into the appropriate field on
the form.

Useful links
A&G and hot clinics info – Updated 11 August
Community diagnostics – local services
BHRUT weekly update
Barts Health stakeholder update

 

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet
(http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/) at least daily as updates are coming regularly.
We’ll continue to share BHR-specific information once a week, alongside the NELCA e-
bulletins.
With best wishes
Jagan, Atul and Anil
Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs
 
 
Primary Care Team
Barking and Dagenham, Havering & Redbridge (BHR) Clinical Commissioning Groups
North House, St Edwards Way, Romford RM1 3AE
E: bhrccgs.primarycare@nhs.net
T: 0203 416 5905
 
http://www.barkingdagenhamccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.haveringccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.redbridgeccg.nhs.uk/
 
PLEASE NOTE THE EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE NEL COVID-19 INCIDENT ROOM:
 thccg.nelcoronavirus@nhs.net
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