
BHR CCGs’ weekly GP update - Friday 15 May 

Dear colleagues, 

Once again, excellent partnership working in primary care saw us continue to provide 

services as usual on Friday’s Bank Holiday. Thank you again for the support from you and 

your teams, and from GP Federation and Primary Care Network colleagues. 

Tuesday was International Nurses Day, and we’d like to take this opportunity to say thank 

you to all the nursing staff working within primary care. Nurses are a vital part of our 

workforce and play a huge role in the care we provide tour patients, never more so than as 

we work together to tackle the coronavirus pandemic 

Primary Care update 

GP webinars - BHRUT, respiratory services and GP reviews of patients 

Our CCG Chairs are putting together a series of ‘webinars’ to support GPs during the current 

crisis. These will be available to watch on demand on YouTube so you can watch when you 

like.  

Topics lined up already range from cancer, respiratory and mental health services and the 

impacts of Coronavirus.  

Up next we have Dr Anil Mehta and Dr Adam Ainley, Respiratory Consultant at BHRUT, 

discussing how BHRUT is coping, respiratory services, early supported discharge and GP 

reviews of patients and possible complications. 

You can watch their conversation here 

If you have any questions as a result, please send them to: bhrccgs.primarycare@nhs.net. 

Changes to the referral arrangements for COVID-19 Testing 
ELHCP in partnership with the North England CSU (NECSU) have been working to deliver a 

system for a Single Point of Access (SPA) to integrate all staff test programmes centrally in 

north east London. The system has been shaped to incorporate local supported testing site 

offers and home testing once this becomes available. 

Please ensure you read the updates on our Covid GP intranet. 

Flu vaccination 

We know that the Covid-19 means that we may see a higher demand for the Influenza 

vaccine this year so we are urging you to ensure that you have ordered sufficient quantities 

of the vaccine for the coming flu season. The CCG Primary Care Improvement leads have 

contacted practices where NHSE have suggested that orders may not be adequate for the 

season so “top up” orders can be actioned.   

The letter from PHE & NHSE is a useful document which highlights the likelihood of 

expanding the programme for this coming season and more information will be shared when 

any agreed changes are known. All eligible patients should be vaccinated as soon as 

possible when flu starts to circulate with clinics scheduled to match their supply and 

deliveries of vaccination.  

Practices must ensure that there are robust call and recall systems in place so that there is 

ample opportunity for eligible patients to be offered the vaccination. In the attached letter 

there is also a section around what vaccine should be offered to your eligible patients. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Ch7NZjWKs&feature=youtu.be
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Please contact your nominated primary care improvement lead should you need further 

support or have any queries. 

Primary Care, Oral History and Covid 19 - share your story 

The past few months have seen the greatest challenge ever faced by the NHS. Much the 
focus in the media has been on the role of hospital /critical care. 
 
It is important that when the whole COVID 19 narrative is eventually told, that the role and 
support given by primary care is also at the forefront of the story. 
 
To ensure the story is captured, oral historian and RCGP College archivist, Dr Sharon 
Messenger is looking for volunteers to be interviewed by her as part of an oral history project 
that will capture the story of how primary care has responded and reacted, and the 
significant changes we’ve had to make. 
 
We’re keen to make sure the work in BHR has its rightful place in this important project. 
Please contact Denise Patmore in the primary care team if you are happy to take part. 
 

Service updates and information in BHR 

 Update on diagnostic tests and 2ww cancer pathways (BHRUT) 

 BHR CAMHS - useful resources to help understand COVD-19 

 BHR prescribing guidance FAQs - update 12 May 

 BHRUT stakeholder update - 11 May 

 Barts Health stakeholder update - 7 May 

 Guidance for GP practices on how to identify and support vulnerable members of the 

primary care workforce 

 Clinical guide for supporting compassionate visiting arrangements for those receiving 

care at the end of life 

 Useful contacts list 

 Community diagnostics 

 Ophthalmology 

 Blood testing services 

 Crisis counselling and bereavement support in Havering 

 

Please keep checking the dedicated COVID-19 GP intranet 

(http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/) at least daily as updates are coming regularly. We’ll 

continue to share BHR-specific information once a week, alongside the NELCA e-bulletins. 

With best wishes 

Jagan, Atul and Anil 

Chairs of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Redbridge CCGs 
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