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Dear Colleague 
 
For the first time ever, the annual conference in March 

will be delivered virtually.  Nonetheless, we will still be 

able to mingle in cyberspace, interact with our speakers 

and enjoy enlivening discussions with one 

another.  Sadly, we can’t manage virtual pastries with 

coffee! 

 

Keith Brown will get the conference going by revisiting 

Mental Capacity and in particular the challenges posed 

by COVID when undertaking mental capacity 

assessments and how this informs decisions about 

DNAR. 

 

Michelle Cornes will present her research into deaths 

in the homeless community, what can be learnt from 

recent SARs and the emerging themes that inform the 

role of the GP in providing care. 

 

After lunch, Nick Child will look at parental alienation, 

where one parent shares with their child and/or health 

and care professionals, negative thoughts and beliefs 

about the other parent; and how this condition 

intersects with fabricated illness. Nick will extol the 

need for close MDT working and the difficulty of 

achieving best practice. 

 

Our last speaker, Gene Feder will look at the impact on 

children whose mother or father are subject to 

domestic abuse and discuss the role of the GP in 

supporting children and mitigating this common ACE. 

 

We are fortunate to have such a wonderful spread of 

speakers from the disciplines of social work, general 

practice, child psychiatry and health research. 

 

Please put March 12th in your diary now!   

 

Kind regards 

 

Richard Burack 

Chair of PCSF 

Annual Conference  
March 12th, 2021 

 
Programme 
 
0930  Introductions 

 

0945  Keith Brown: MCA COVID DNAR 

 

1030 Questions & comfort break  

 

1045  Michelle Cornes: What do SARs tell us about  

deaths in homeless people 

 

1130  Questions & comfort break 

 

1145  Small group discussion on these adult  

safeguarding themes  

 

1215 Large group feedback 

 

1230 LUNCH 

 

1330  Nick Child:  Parental Alienation - one parent   

turns their child against the other; another  

tricky predicament for the GP, that calls for a  

differential diagnosis of fervour 

 

1415 Questions & comfort break 

 

1430  Gene Feder: DVA and the effect on the child 

 

1515 Questions & comfort break 

 

1530  Small group discussion on the role of primary  

care in managing the emotional and physical  

abuse of children 

 

1615 Large group feedback 

 

1630  End  

 

Cost to Attendees 

Free for PCSF members 

£90 for associate members  

£120 for all other delegates 

https://www.pcsf.org.uk/
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Professor Keith Brown is the Director of the National 
Centre for Post Qualifying Social Work and Professional 
Practice at Bournemouth University.  He is the series 
editor for the Sage/ Learning Matters ‘Post Qualifying 
Social Work’ series of textbooks.  In 2005, he was 
awarded the Linda Ammon memorial prize for his 
contribution to education and training in the UK.  
Currently he is leading a research group looking at the 
impact of financial scamming on vulnerable citizens in 
the UK.  He sits on the Department of Health Adult 
Safeguarding Advisory Board, the Joint Department of 
Health and Ministry of Justice National Mental Capacity 
Leadership forum and the Home Office Joint Financial 
task force. 

 
 

Dr Cornes' research interests centre around the health and 

social care workforce and its intersection with housing and 

homelessness. She successfully led a study of 

interprofessional working (‘communities of practice’) which 

formed part of the ESRC’s ground-breaking ‘Multiple 

Exclusion Homelessness Research Programme’. She is 

currently leading a major project funded by NIHR on hospital 

discharge arrangements for homeless people.  Michelle is 

Associate Editor of the Journal of Interprofessional Care, a 

Board Member of the Journal of Integrated Care, Fellow of 

the NIHR, Honorary Fellow of the University of Cumbria and 

Honorary Senior Research Associate at the Farr Institute of 

Health Informatics, University College London.  Michelle has 

a PhD in Social Anthropology from the University of 

Manchester. 

 
 

 
 
Dr Nick Child BSc MB ChB MRCPsych MPhil retired in 2003 
from a career as a Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service NHS psychiatrist in Edinburgh and Lanarkshire, 
following which he has worked in the voluntary sector as 
a Family Therapist in Edinburgh until 2018.  Raising the profile 
of family therapy in the non-statutory sector coincided, in 
2010, with meeting a client who was wise enough to mail a 
textbook about Parental Alienation with his request to be 
seen.  That set Nick off to learn much more about the 
nightmare field of troubled children and families after 
separation.  His other skills in thinking, networking and 
campaigning seemed to be most needed in respect of this 
complex problem.  
 

 
 
Professor of Primary Health Care at the Centre for Academic 
Primary Care, Population Health Sciences, Bristol Medical 
School, University of Bristol.  Gene qualified at Guy's Hospital 
medical school, following a BSc in Biology and Philosophy 
from the University of Sussex.  He trained as a GP and was a 
principal in Hackney for 21 years until moving to Bristol.  His 
research started with the health and healthcare of Traveller 
Gypsies, followed by studies on the development and 
implementation of clinical guidelines and the health impact 
of domestic violence.  Current research focuses on healthcare 
responses to domestic violence globally. Gene’s 
methodological expertise is in randomised controlled trials 
and systematic reviews, collaborating with epidemiologists 
and social scientists on cohort and qualitative studies 
respectively.  He has chaired four NICE guideline 
development groups and led the WHO intimate partner 
violence guidelines.  In 2017, he was awarded an OBE for 
services to healthcare and victims of domestic abuse. 
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