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 1. MHRA Guidance: Valproate Pregnancy Prevention Programme (PPP) during 
COVID-19 

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, to support adherence to the pregnancy 

prevention requirements for girls (of any age) and women of childbearing potential 

taking valproate, changes to the usual operating of the PPP may be required, 

particularly for patients who are shielding due to other health conditions. The MHRA 

has issued the following temporary guidance in order to meet the PPP requirements:  

 Initiation of valproate: Initiation of valproate in girls (of any age) and women of 

childbearing potential requires face-to-face consultation (with appropriate social 

distancing) except where the patient is shielding due to other health conditions. 

Where a patient is shielding, a remote consultation should be considered, based 

on an individual risk assessment carried out by the clinician in charge. The risk 

assessment should be documented in the notes 

 Annual review of existing patients 

 The licence terms of valproate medicines state that patients on valproate who 

have experienced menarche must have a review at least annually with the 

prescribing specialist to reassess the need for valproate therapy and consider 

alternative treatment options. 

 Annual reviews should not be delayed due to the pandemic.  No woman or 

girl should stop taking valproate without first discussing it with their doctor.  

Consideration should be given to the need for a “responsible person” to support 

the discussion. This is defined as a parent/legal guardian or person capable of 

giving consent on behalf of patients or of acknowledging that the treatment is in 

the best interests of the patient, on behalf of minors or those without the capacity 

to make an informed decision 

Valproate medicines are black triangle medicines and Healthcare professionals, 

patients, caregivers and are asked to submit all suspected side effect reports using the 

Yellow Card scheme electronically using the Yellow Card website 

https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/   or the Yellow Card app 

The Full MHRA guidance link:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/valproate-pregnancy-

prevention-programme-temporary-advice-for-management-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

 

 2. Reminder: Infant pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13) schedule 

Public Health England (PHE) have published guidance for healthcare practitioners on 

changes to the infant pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13) schedule. Included in 

this guidance is what to do if infants are given the incorrect schedule for their date of 

birth – for infants born on/after 1 January 2020 who are inadvertently given a dose of 

PCV13 before 12 weeks of age, they should be offered a second dose of PCV13 from 

12 weeks of age allowing a minimum interval of 4 weeks between PCV13 doses. 

All children will require a 12 month booster dose of PCV.  
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 3. Semaglutide prescribing 

 

Please note that ONE pen contains 4 weeks supply (the dose is usually given once weekly, and there are 4 doses in 
each pen).  Errors in prescribing 4 pens each month have been raised 

 

4. Eclipse Red alert reminder: 

 

GP Practices who have access to Eclipse data should download their alerts at the beginning of each week, 
preferably by a designated person who knows how to carry out or delegate any actions required. Red alerts have a 
higher risk of a patient admitted to hospital and should be prioritised first. 

 

5. ScriptSwitch (SS): 

If you have had ScriptSwitch installed on your laptop, please ignore this message – no further action is required.   

 

However, following on from the previous email, there are still a number of remote laptops which have  not had 
ScriptSwitch installed. The GP IT Team will continue to rollout the installation on CCG purchased laptops but there is 
now no need to keep the laptop on all the time.  

 
 

1. Try to connect the laptop to wi-fi whether this is at home on in the practice. The problem with utilising mobile 
data such as 4g is that the installation will be much slower 

2. Don’t worry if your laptop goes into ‘sleep’ mode or ‘standby mode’ whilst switched on. IT are able to ‘wake up’ 
the device and install the software. 

Once ScriptSwitch is installed you should see the icon in your system tray (see screenshot- it is the icon on the left 
that has been highlighted in red) 

 

 

For further information regarding this newsletter, please contact: Saiqa Mughal, Prescribing Advisor/QIPP 
Pharmacist; saiqamughal@nhs.net 

Action Required: to add ScriptSwitch to your laptop 

  

Laptop provided to you by GP IT: 

1. Keep your laptop connected regularly to wi-fi with a good signal, where possible 

If you have been connected regularly for the past couple of weeks and ScriptSwitch still has not been in-
stalled contact GP IT for further advice: itservicedesk@bhrccgs.nhs.uk 

 See full details below 

 Laptop Privately Purchased: 

If you have purchased your own remote laptop you need to contact Optum Customer Services via this email:  
support@scriptswitch.com to install the software (GP IT do not have admin rights to privately owned/non-
CCG laptops 
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